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t.Talks

Urban Discourse

Pt.Talks – engaging in an international and interdisciplinary discourse
about urban development and planning theory
Pt.Talks is a series of events organized by the Chair of Planning Theory and Urban Development (Pt) at RWTH Aachen University. The aim is to make a contribution to international and
interdisciplinary discourse in planning theory and urban development by fostering scientific,
yet public dialogue about current and emerging critical topics. Within the guiding theme of
global challenges for sustainable urban development, we see this format as an opportunity to
explore new areas of research from different perspectives.

04.06.2019, 17:00, SG 314
Cross-Border Urban Governance and the Informal
Mechanisms of Space Production
Yassine Moustanjidi, University of Stuttgart

Foto: Yassine Moustanjidi

Pt.Talks addresses young academics, Master Students, PHD candidates and recent postgraduates at RWTH and beyond. For each session, one guest will be invited to talk about a
specific research topic, followed by an informal open discussion among participants. Beyond
this exchange, the results will be documented and made available online to inform a wider
public. This allows further dissemination of findings and the exposure for urgent topics and
their ambassadors. Through this, we can offer a format that will help scholars to network
across thematic and geographical boundaries, exchange feedback, and be inspired by new
inputs and discussions.

The increasing permeability of political boundaries to the
thickening flows of goods, people and resources has pushed
beyond the very notions of space, place, city and governance
as we know them. Yassine Mosutanjidi presents a case study
of the SIJORI Growth Triangle, a term that refers to the strategic interweaving of the comparative advantages between the
city state of Singapore, the Province of Johor (Malaysia), and
the Province of Riau islands (Indonesia). His research investigates the role of non-state actors in shaping the geography
of the extended urban region in the absence of a state-driven
territorial agenda.

Join Pt.Talks live at RWTH Aachen University, Wüllnerstraße 5b, SG314

14.05.2019, 17:00, SG 314
Local Governance Practices in ‚Informal‘ Urban
Neighbourhoods – Comparative investigation in Cairo,
Kathmandu, and Ulaanbaatar
Olivia Kummel, ILS Dortmund
Foto: Olivia Kummel. Area mapping
in the settlement Amgalan, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Many people in urban areas around the globe, especially
in countries of the South, still live under abject conditions.
The inhabitants of these ‘underserved’ settlements fight for
improvements in their living conditions and organize themselves when the public institutions cannot fulfill their responsibility. Olivia Kummels work deals with the development of
self-provisioning neighbourhoods in Cairo, Kathmandu and
Ulaanbaatar in general, and the actors and their constellations in detail, examining the actors’ influences in improvement of living standards in self-provisioning neighbourhoods.

18.06.2019, 17:00, SG 314
Regional Design as a Discretionary Approach to Regional
Planning in the Netherlands in the Context of
Decentralization and Deregulation
Verena Balz, TU Delft
Foto: Cornelis van Eesteren, Polen
1957, from Collection Het Nieuwe
Instituut

In recent decades, The Netherlands has seen an increase in
the use of regional design-led practices in national indicative
planning. Despite this, the interrelations between design and
planning decision making are not well understood, and attempts to involve the expertise and ambition of designers in
planning have had unclear outcomes. Verena Balz’ analysis
reveals forms of discretional control that shape the creative
design practice. Her work contributes to the discussion of
how design can contribute to an understanding of the multiple planning experiments emerging in this post-regulative era.

